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An explosion destroys 
the AZF chemical plant in 

Langlade, Toulouse.

The CRCT is created 
with premises adjacent 

to the hospital

Medical project drawn up. 
Professors Thierry Philip and André 

Syrota evaluate the project. The 
hospital will be called the IUCT-

Oncopole.

P. Douste-Blazy, the 
Minister of Health, launches 

the project to build a 
cancerology campus.

The Oncopole site opens  
and receives its �rst patients.

Construction begins.

Scienti�c project drawn up.
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The IUCT-Oncopole (Toulouse University Cancer 

Institute-Oncopole) is a specialist cancer care and 

research center that was formed by bringing 

together on a single site Toulouse University Hos-

pital's oncology departement, the Institut Claudius 

Regaud (French comprehensive care center), and 

the Cancer Research Center of Toulouse (CRCT). 

This model, which is unique in France, has pro-

duced a cluster of expertise and cutting-edge 

facilities that enables 1,800 professionals to pro-

vide the highest standards of cancer care, research 

and teaching.

Patient numbers have increased every year since 

the IUCT-Oncopole opened in 2014, allowing more 

than 1,500 people to bene�t from innovative the-

rapies in 2018. In addition, combining both medi-

cal and scienti�c expertise within most of the site’s 

basic research teams has proved to be a power -

ful driver of innovation all along the treatment-

research continuum.

This reports presents the results achieved by the 

IUCT-Oncopole in 2018.
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KEY FIGURES
 2018

10,112 new patients (active �les)
34,397 patients treated
105,289 hospital stays
Mean length of stay for full hospitalization 6.3 days
79% outpatients in hospital departments
306 beds – 94 day-hospital beds
58,134 radiotherapy sessions

1,800 
sta�

160 
physicians

150 
researchers

1,000  
students

€1,035,586  in donations and bequests
15,000 donors

1 foundation

11 technical support centers
Patients included in 183 clinical trials

15.03% of patients (active �les) 
included in a clinical trial

568 publications
15 new patents

Less than 6 months for a CRCT 
discovery to be translated into a 

clinical trial at the IUCT-O
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The IUCT-Oncopole is 5 years old. We have 
successfully brought together the expertise of 
the site’s three establishments – the Institut 
Claudius Regaud, Toulouse University Hospital’s 
oncology teams and the CRCT’s research teams 
– within a model that promotes the cross-fer -
tilization of ideas from a wide variety of �elds. 
Combining such a diversity of expertise drives 
innovation. 

Our publication rate - more than 550 papers 
per year - and the ever-growing number of 
innovative treatments developed at the IUCT-
Oncopole show that integrating research into 
treatment has been a great success.

A new phase is about to begin. As we come 
to the end of the launch phase, with its high 
growth rates in every �eld, we are looking towards 
a new set of medical-scienti�c objectives, which 
we will de�ne in the summer of 2019, taking into 
account both our achievements and advances 
in science. This will lead to a new roadmap for 

the IUCT-Oncopole centered round restructu-
ring three areas that have grown substantially 
– consultations, the hospitalization department 
and the clinical research department. The advent 
of personalized medicine has raised a need for 
new patient pathways. In fact, treating cancer 
is a complex process that calls upon ever-more 
specialized skills. What is more, the expansion 
of outpatient therapies is forcing us to rethink 
the way we coordinate treatment between the 
hospital and the patient’s home.

If we are to meet these challenges, we will 
have to extend our premises and expand our 
capabilities by welcoming new research teams. 

In 2018, we applied for OECI accreditation. 
Our scienti�c output is remarkable, in terms of 
both quality and quantity (568 publications in 
2018). Our goal is to strengthen and valorize 
this output still further through national and 
international partnerships.

Prof. Michel Attal,

General Manager of the IUCT-Oncopole

A diversity of expertise 
drives innovation



Marc Penaud, General Manager of Toulouse University Hospital

Working together 
to meet  

several major challenges

Five years have gone by since the Toulouse Uni-
versity Cancer Institute-Oncopole, the only institu -
tion of its kind in France, opened at Langlade. And 
since 2014, we have all been working towards a 
single objective – to drive back cancer and perhaps, 
in the future, overcome it. Learning more about 
cancer is the only way to improve our ability to 
combat it and give people hope.

Over the last five years, our staff have worked 
together to overcome several major challenges:

�•�� �"�������������� �������� �����������
�������� ������ ���&�� ���&���������� ���&������ �&������
reserach center, the Institut Claude Regaud, and 
Toulouse University Hospital;

�•���(�������
�&���������� �
�����������²�������������� ���&���������� �������&������������ �&������
research in the Toulouse area;

�•���"�����&���������������������������������������������������������&���������������&������������-
nicians, and ensure patients benefit from the lat -

est advances in cancer treatment by integrating 
a cancer research center, the CRCT, into the hos-
pital;

�•���������������
���&�������
�������&�������&�����������������&��������������������������������������
our partners so every patient receives the highest 
quality treatment as close as possible to his or her 
home;

�•���������������� �&������ �&������������ �
�&�������������� �����������
���� ������������ �&���
��������
of cancer treatment.

Uniting the strengths of Toulouse University Hospi-
tal and the Institut Claude Regaud at the Oncopole, 
Purpan and Rangueil-Larrey sites has been a great 
success in terms of combating cancer, as can be 
seen from the facts and figures contained in our 
2018 Activity Report.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank every -
one involved for their work helping patients and 
their commitment to fighting cancer.
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How would you sum up the past year?
Jean-Pierre Delord: 2018 was a period of consolida-
tion for the IUCT-Oncopole. In the case of patients 
and our colleagues in the Midi-Pyrenees area, this 
involved strengthening our role as a regional hospi-
tal. For example, we saw a truly spectacular increase 
in the number of patients we included in clinical research 
programs. On a national level, we continued moving 
forward by renewing existing accreditations, obtai-
ning new certi�cations and increasing the number of 
collaborations between researchers and physicians. 
We also made progress towards our aim of esta-
blishing Toulouse as an internationally renowned can-
cer center. There is �erce competition, but I believe 
we are well on the way to achieving this goal.
Gilles Favre: One sign of this recognition is our extre-
mely high publication rate, which, for the �rst time, 
exceeded one-and-a-half publications per day in 
2018. This achievement justi�es the resources alloca-
ted and shows our ability to attract top quality research 
teams.

What were the year’s key events?
Jean-Pierre Delord: On the one hand, we have our 
brilliant and internationally respected research teams, 
which continued demonstrating their extraordinary 
abilities. On the other hand, we have taken steps to 
expand other areas of research by recruiting new 
teams, such as Frédéric Chibon’s sarcoma team, which 
joined the CRCT less than two years ago. Successful 
applications for PHRC, PRT-K and PHRI grants in 2018 
will enable his team to continue improving our unders-
tanding of this complex disease.
Gilles Favre: I am also thinking of Salvatore Valitutti, 
whose team joined the CRCT in 2018, and Vera Pan-
caldi, an expert in the biology of systems, who was 
appointed to head the �rst Chair of Bio-Informatics 
in Oncology, created with funding from the Fondation 
Toulouse Cancer Santé, Inserm and the Pierre Fabre 
Research Institute. This brought the total number of 
CRCT research teams to 21. 2018 also saw the inclu-
sion of the �rst patients in a clinical trial to test a com -
bined anti-in�ammatory-immunotherapy treatment 

The IUCT-Oncopole 

New research teams, a signi�cant increase in publications in high-impact 
journals, perspectives and challenges: a conversation with Jean-Pierre 
Delord, the IUCT-Oncopole’s Director of Medical A�airs, and Gilles Favre, 
Director of the CRCT.

is consolidating 
its position
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for melanomas. This trial, based on the results of 
research carried out at the CRCT by Bruno Ségui and 
Nicolas Meyer, provides yet another example of how 
the IUCT-Oncopole facilitates the transfer of basic 
research to clinical trials.

What is in store for 2019?
Jean-Pierre Delord: We already need to expand both 
our facilities and our healthcare o�er, so our teams 
can continue to work e�ectively and so we can main-
tain our all-important ability to pass on the bene�ts 
of our research to patients. With this in mind, we are 
drawing up plans to extend our premises. In addi-
tion, given the impact of new technologies on both 

patient care and research, we need to improve our 
ability to connect with the “hard” sciences, especially 
by increasing our computing power and the power 
of our mathematical models. Deciphering the com-
plexity of living organisms obviously requires cutting-
edge basic research, but progress in this area cannot 
be made without powerful tools, such as arti�cial 
intelligence.
Gilles Favre: 2019 will see the concretization of our 
alliance with Laboratoires Pierre Fabre, when France’s 
High Council for the Evaluation of Research and Higher 
Education assesses the partnership. Our aim is to join 
Europe’s main consortiums and form partnerships 
with international research centers.

Professors Gilles Favre and Jean-Pierre Delord

PHRC:
Hospital Clinical Research 
Program
PRT-K:
Translational Cancer Research 
Program
PHRI:
Hospital Nursing Research 
Program
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APRIL
A new team for the CRCT
Prof. Salvatore Valitutti’s 
research group became the 20 th 
team to join the CRCT. Its aim is 
to discover mechanisms that can 
be used to increase the e�cacy 
of cytotoxic lymphocytes in 
treating tumors.

MAY
Dual certi�cation for the 
CRCT’s technology cluster
The CRCT’s technology cluster 
received dual ISO9001:2015/NFX 
50-900 certi�cation for “its 
expertise and technological R&D 
in genomics and 
transcriptomics, proteomics, 
vectorology, cellular, cytometric 
and tri-cellular imaging, 
bioinformatics, antibody 
production and as a biological 
resource center”.

JUNE
The IUCT-Oncopole joins the 
OECI
The IUCT-Oncopole was 
welcomed into the Organisation 
of European Cancer Institutes 
(OECI) and began the process of 
obtaining accreditation as a 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, a 
quality label created speci�cally 
for cancer centers that combine 
care, research and training.

JANUARY
A new dental-hygiene 
consultation service
Dental hygiene consultations are 
now provided to all radiotherapy 
patients and to other inpatients 
on request from healthcare 
teams. Consultations take place 
immediately prior to treatment 
and during the post-treatment 
monitoring phase.
1st Issue of our Research 
newsletter 
This IUCT-Oncopole's new 
monthly newsletter will keep sta� 
up to date withe the site's 
research activities (publications, 
funding, etc.).

FEBRUARY
2nd edition of Toulouse Onco Week
The 2nd edition of TOW was a great 
success, with more than 350 scientists from 
France and abroad taking part in the 
symposium and over 1,800 people 
attending the public events. Professors 
Bruno Ségui and Nicolas Meyer rounded 
o� the event to a close by announcing the 
opening of the �rst clinical trial of a 
combined immunotherapy-anti-TNF 
(anti-in�ammatory agent) treatment for 
melanoma.

MARCH
Supportive Care Tour de France
The “Grand Départ” of the 
Supportive Care Tour de France 
(AFSOS), hosted by the IUCT-
Oncopole, enabled more than 
100 patients to take part in 14 
workshops run by supportive 
care professionals.
CRCT Team 12 on the front cover 
of Le Point
Le Point magazine put Dr. Marc 
Poirot and Dr. Sandrine Silvente-
Poirot on the front cover of its 
March 29, 2018 issue in 
recognition of their work on 
breast cancer.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
2018

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

March 

April 

May

June
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OCTOBER
The IUCT-Oncopole joins forces with 
Stade Toulousain Rugby Club
The IUCT-Oncopole and Stade 
Toulousain Rugby Club have joined 
forces to encourage patients to stay 
active. With expertise provided by the 
Sport and Health CAMI and support 
from Malako�-Médéric, the two 
organizations launched a sports 
therapy program at Ernest Wallon 
Stadium.
350 patients attend the 3 rd ‘Life After 
Cancer‘ Day
The 3rd Life After Cancer Day gave 
patients an opportunity to sample 14 
di�erent well-being workshops 
(Sophrology, Qi gong, Pink Pilates, 
Afropop dance, etc.).

NOVEMBER
Innovative plastic surgery 
procedure 
Dr. Karim Kolsi carried out the 
�rst ganglion transplant 
operation to treat a refractory 
lymphoedema. The IUCT-
Oncopole is one of only three 
centers in France to o�er this 
technique.

DECEMBER
National calls for projects: 5 
projects selected
The General Directorate for 
Healthcare services (DGOS) 
awarded 4 grants to IUCT-
Oncopole research projects, 
including 2 PHRC-K grants (BLAD-
RAD001 and CHIC–STS 01 
projects) and 2 PRTK grants 
(MIRAS-SARRA and LUNG RESIST 
projects).
Signature of an agreement with 
the Fondation Toulouse Cancer 
Santé
The IUCT-Oncopole, via the ICR, is 
now a founder member of the 
Fondation Toulouse Cancer Santé.

JULY
Toulouse hosts the ESOF
Hosting the 8th EuroScience 
Open Forum (ESOF) made 
Toulouse the “European City of 
Science”. Fifteen science 
journalists from around the 
world visited the IUCT-
Oncopole and CRCT during the 
event.

AUGUST
Creation of the Cancerology 
UTEP
The Regional Health Agency 
chose the IUCT-Oncopole to be 
the “sponsor and guarantor of 
the Transversal Unit for 
Therapeutic Education (UTEP) 
specializing in cancerology for 
the Occitanie Region”. The UTEP 
was created as part of the 
Occitanie 2022 Regional Health 
Project.

SEPTEMBER
A new breast reconstruction 
technique
Dr. Gabrielle Selmes performed  
the �rst breast reconstruction with 
latissimus dorsi �ap to be  
carried out in the region.
Launch of the 1st Chair of Bio-
Informatics in Oncology
Dr. Vera Pancaldi was chosen to 
head the �rst chair of Bio-
Informatics in Oncology, set up with 
funding from the Fondation Toulouse 
Cancer Santé, the Pierre Fabre 
Research Institute, and Inserm. Dr. 
Pancaldi’s new team became the 
CRCT’s 21st research team.

July

August

September

October

DÉcember

November
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I
A REFERENCE CENTER 

AT THE HEART OF NETWORKS



A single site 

I
A REFERENCE CENTER 

AT THE HEART OF NETWORKS

THE ONCOPOLE 
CAMPUS

1

2

3

5

6
7

4

The Biopark houses 
6 biotech companies, 
including Evotec

Toulouse University Cancer 
Institute-Oncopole

Pierre Fabre Research 
Institute

Pierre Potier Center: 
basic research into info/
bio/nanotechnologies + 
business incubator

Cyclopharma: 
production of isotopes

Cancer Research 
Center 
of Toulouse

EFS Research 
Center: cell and 
experimental 
therapies and 
the STROMALab 
laboratory.

Toulouse Oncopole is a 220-hectare campus centered 
round the IUCT-Oncopole hospital and the Cancer 
Research Center of Toulouse (CRCT). Every day, more 
than 4,000 professionals from the private and public 
sectors, representing an exceptional concentration of 
academic, scienti�c, medical, clinical and industrial 
expertise, come together to work towards the same 
objective – drive back cancer.

A Biopark houses the Sano� chemistry bank, technical 
support centers (Trans-Hub Integrated Sano� Plat -
form, exploratory unit, in vivo and in vitro screening), 
and six biotech companies (EVOTEC, DExStr, Hyphen, 
Lifesearch, Omilo, TIST).

The Advanced Technology Institute in Life Sciences 
(ITAV)/Pierre Potier Center contains a research cen-
ter with seven CNRS research teams, a bio-nanotech-
nology unit, an automated chemical synthesis unit, a 
photonic multi-scale imaging unit, and a business 
incubator.

A Community Center close to the IUCT-Oncopole pro-
vides a variety of services to patients (départemental 
branch of the Ligue Contre le Cancer, specialist hair -
dressing salon, adapted physical activities, etc.). An 
aftercare and rehabilitation clinic is currently being 
built on the site and should welcome its �rst patients 
by 2020.

The Oncopole Campus
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Care-research continuum 

The physical proximity of the IUCT-Oncopole’s healthcare units 
and the CRCT’s research teams – embodied by the walkway 
between the two buildings – is a key factor in the Oncopole’s 
success. It also allows many services, laboratories and units in 
the “care-research continuum” to be shared:
�•��1 Technology Cluster with 8 technical services units (manager: 
F. Lopez)
�•��1 Preclinical Trials Center – CREFRE-US006 (director: Dr. Y. 
Barreira)
�•��1 Pathology Laboratory with 30 practitioners (manager: Prof. 
P. Brousset)
�•��1 Onco-Hematology Transfer Platform with 2 research units: 
myeloma genomics (manager: Prof. H. Avet-Loiseau) and acute 
leukemia (manager: Prof. E. Delabesse)
�•��1 Oncology Medical Biology Laboratory (manager: Prof. Gilles 
Favre) with 5 units: Pharmacology (manager: Prof. E. Chatelut), 
Rapid Response Biology (manager: Dr. L. Malard), Exploratory 
Biology (manager: Dr. A. Pradines), Oncogenetics and 
Pharmacogenetics (manager: Dr. C. Toulas), and Immunity 
Monitoring (manager: Prof. M. Ayyoub).
�•��1 Cancer Biological Resources Center (CRB) (manager: Prof. 
A. Gomez-Brouchet)
�•��1 Biopathology Clinical Trials Support Unit (SBEC) (manager: 
Prof. P. Rochaix)
�•��1 Pharmaceutical Clinical Research Unit (manager: Dr. A. 
Grand)

The “Exchanges Walkway” links the CRCT to the 

IUCT-Oncopole.
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Sustainable development 
at the IUCT-Oncopole

The Oncopole campus was built on brown�eld land 
and is gradually being incorporated into Toulouse 
Metropolitan Council’s sustainable development dyna-
mic. A 2.5-km greenway runs beside the Garonne River 
from the Oncopole to the Prairie des Filtres, providing 
a tra�c-free route to the city center for pedestrians 
and cyclists, while the new Urbain Sud cable car, due 
to open at the end of 2020, will whisk passengers from 
the Oncopole to Rangueil University Hospital and then 
the University of Toulouse III–Paul Sabatier (3 km) in 
just 10 minutes. The campus will also have its own solar 
power plant by 2020, built with support from the Ministry 
for Environmental Transition and Solidarity’s Energy 
Regulation Commission. The plant’s 35,000 solar panels 
will produce around 3 million kWh per year - enough 
electricity to meet the needs of 3,000 people.
Initiatives taken by the IUCT-Oncopole itself include 
using eco-grazing to maintain the campus’s lawns (six 
Castillonnaise sheep have grazed 3,000 m 2 of grass 
since 2017) and installing beehives on the building’s 
roofs (they produce between 30 and 50 kg of honey 
per year).

The IUCT-Oncopole’s grounds
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Governance of the site has been strengthened by setting up a Strategy 

Council, a joint Scienti�c Directorate for the hospital and research center, 

and a Scienti�c Advisory Board.

All translational research programs are steered jointly by a physician and a 

researcher.

Structure
 

The three IUCTs: Oncopole, 
Purpan, Rangueil/Larrey 

Combining their strengths enables the Institut 
Claudius Regaud (ICR) and CHU-Toulouse Uni-
versity Hospital's oncology departments to pro-
vide comprehensive and innovative public-sec -
tor cancer care across the entire Toulouse area. 
The di�erent specialties are divided, with no 
overlap, between three sites: IUCT-Oncopole, 
IUCT-Purpan and IUCT-Rangueil/Larrey.

	 Digestive cancers
	 Thoracic cancers
	 Thyroid cancers
	� Head and neck cancers: salivary glands, sinuses, base 

of the skull
	 Urological cancers: prostate, bladder, kidneys
	 Reconstructive surgery and rehabilitation

	 Bone cancers	
	 Cancers of the nervous system
	 Geriatric oncology (shared service)
	 Pediatric oncology 	
	 Maxillofacial cancers	
	 Center for reproductive medicine	

	 Hematology 	
	 Women’s cancers	
	 Urology (medical and innovative surgery)	
	 Head and neck cancers
	 Skin cancers: melanomas
	 Sarcomas
	 Neuro-oncology
	 Thyroid cancers and neuroendocrine tumors
	 Oncogenetics
	 Geriatric oncology (shared service)	
	 Radiotherapy
	 Nuclear medicine and brachytherapy
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The IUCT-Oncopole GCS and 
its Strategy Council

The IUCT-Oncopole GCS is a healthcare consortium 
(Groupement de Coopération Sanitaire) set up under 
private law and with the Institut Claudius Regaud and 
Toulouse University Hospital as equal partners.
Its operations are governed by a set of internal regu -
lations that de�ne each establishment’s legal responsi-
bilities, authority and tasks. Most consultative bodies 
are joint Toulouse University Hospital–Institut Claudius 
Regaud structures and operate within the frameworks 
allowed by each establishment’s statutes and rules.
Joint governance mechanisms have been in operation 
since the IUCT-Oncopole opened. 

Care organized through Organ 
Coordination Committees (OCCs)

Patient care at the IUCT-Oncopole is the responsibility of 
Organ Coordination Committees (OCCs), which establish 
the most appropriate integrated care pathway for each 
patient depending on his/her pathology. The specialists 
involved in determining patient pathways meet every week. 

List of the IUCT-Oncopole’s 12 OCCs:
	� Breast Cancer OCC	

	� Coordinators: Prof. Florence Dalenc  
– Dr. Eva Jouve – Dr. Charlotte Vaysse

	� Gynecology OCC	
	 Coordinator: Dr. Laurence Gladie�

	� Head and Neck Cancers OCC	
	  Coordinators: Prof. Sébastien Vergez  
	 – Dr. Michel Rives 

	� Sarcomas OCC	
	 Coordinator: Dr. Christine Chevreau

	� Neuro-oncology OCC	
	� Coordinators: Prof. Elizabeth Moyal  

– Dr. Delphine Larrieu-Cirron
	� Skin Cancers OCC	

	� Coordinators: Prof. Nicolas Meyer  
– Dr. Dimitri Ganglo�

	� Urologic Cancers OCC	
	� Coordinators: Prof. Bernard Malavaud  

– Dr. Loïc Mourey – Dr. Pierre Gra�-Cailleaud
	� Oncogenetics OCC	

	� Coordinators: Prof. Rosine Guimbaud  
– Dr. Vivianne Feillel

	� Oncogeriatrics OCC	
	� Coordinators: Dr. Loïc Mourey – Dr. Laurent 

Balardy
	� Supportive Care OCC	

	� Coordinators: Dr. Nathalie Caunes-Hilary  
– Dr. Virginie Woisard

	� Hematology OCC	
	 Coordinator: Prof. Christian Récher

	� Thyroid and Neuroendocrine Cancers OCC
	� Coordinators: Prof. Frédéric Courbon – Prof. 

Rosine Guimbaud – Prof. Delphine Vezzosi.

List of the 3 associate OCCs: 
	� Thoracic Cancers OCC

	 Coordinator: Prof. Julien Mazières
	� Digestive Cancers OCC

	 Coordinator: Prof. Rosine Guimbaud
	� Pediatric Oncology OCC

	� Coordinators: Prof. Anne Laprie – Dr. Marie-
Pierre Castex

GLOSSARY OF FREQUENTLY USED TERMS

Oncopole: a trademark registered by Toulouse 
Metropolitan Council to designate the campus built 
on the site destroyed by the AZF chemical plant 
explosion in 2001.
IUCT-Oncopole: the healthcare consortium 
(Groupement de Coopération Sanitaire - GCS) set 
up under private law as an equal partnership 
between the Institut Claudius Regaud and Toulouse 
University Hospital.
The three IUCTs: since the Institut Claudius Regaud 
joined forces with Toulouse University Hospital’s 
cancer departments, cancer care in the Toulouse 
area has been shared between three sites: IUCT-
Oncopole, IUCT-Purpan and IUCT-Rangueil/Larrey. 
Together, they provide a comprehensive public-sec -
tor cancer care service, with each site specializing in 
di�erent types of cancer with no overlap between 
specialties.
IUCT: a public interest group (Groupement d’Intérêt 
Public – GIP) comprising all the area’s cancer 
treatment, research and training establishments, 
together with Toulouse Metropolitan Council, the 
Oncomip regional cancerology network (now 
Onco-Occitanie), the Ligue Contre le Cancer and the 
Fondation Toulouse Cancer Santé.
CUC: the GCS set up to build the hospital. It com-
prises the Institut Claudius Regaud, Toulouse Univer-
sity Hospital, the Midi-Pyrénées private-sector 
cancerology GCS, the French Blood Service, the 
Oncomip regional cancerology network and the 
GCS covering the area’s general hospitals.
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President: Marc PENAUD, General  
Manager of Toulouse University Hospital
General Assembly

Administrator: Prof. Michel ATTAL, 
General Manager 
of the IUCT-Oncopole
Administrative Directors:
Jean-Marc PEREZ
Sébastien MASSIP*

Executive Council

. Prof. Michel Attal

. Prof. Odile Beyne-Rauzy

. Prof. Pierre Brousset

. Prof. Jean-Pierre Delord

. Prof. Gilles Favre

. Dr. Sébastien Pierre**

. Prof. Sébastien Vergez

. Jean-Marc Perez

MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

CRCT

Patient Care Medico-Technical Support and Research

Dr. Sébastien PIERREAnesthesia 

Prof. Jean-Pierre DELORD
Medical A�airs DirectorScienti�c Director/Relations 

with the CRCT

Prof. Pierre BROUSSET Pathology Department

Dr. Jean-Marie CANONGE Hospital Pharmacy

Muriel POUBLANC Clinical Trials O�ce

Prof. Frédéric COURBON Imaging

Prof. Gilles FAVRE Medical Biology Laboratory

Prof. Eric DELABESSE Onco-Hematology Transfer Platform

Régis FERRAND Medical Physics

Prof. Rosine GUIMBAUD Oncogenetics

Prof. Anne GOMEZ-BROUCHET Cancer BioBank

Bertrand DELPUECH Radiation Protection

Prof. Sébastien VERGEZSurgery

Consultations

Prof. Christian RECHERHematology

Prof. Odile BEYNE-RAUZYInternal Medicine

Prof. Jean-Pierre DELORDMedical Oncology

Prof. Elizabeth MOYALRadiotherapy

Prof. Isabelle BERRYBrachytherapy

Dr. Jean RUIZIntensive and Intermediate Care

Dr. Nathalie CAUNES-HILARYSupportive care

Institut Claudius Regaud 
area of expertise

Toulouse University 
Hospital area of expertise

IUCT-O GCS area 
of expertise

Prof. Gilles FAVRE

The IUCT-Oncopole GCS

* replaced by Elvis CORDIER in 2019	 ** replaced by Dr. Nathalie CAUNES-HILARY in 2019



Clinical Departments 

Reception-
Consultation

Internal Medicine 
Prof. Odile Beyne-

Rauzy

Medical Physics 
Régis Ferrand

Medical Oncology 
Prof. Jean-Pierre 

Delord

Brachytherapy 
Prof. Isabelle Berry

Hospital Pharmacy
Dr. Jean-Marie 

Canonge
assistant head:  

Dr. Florent Puisset

Supportive Care 
Dr. Nathalie 

Caunes-Hilary

Medical Imaging 
Prof. Frédéric Courbon

assistant head: Prof. 
Nicolas Sans

Cancer BioBank
Prof. Anne Gomez-

Brouchet

Oncogenetics 
Prof. Rosine Guimbaud

Radiotherapy 
Prof. Elizabeth Moyal

assistant head:  
Dr. Michel Rives

Medical Biology  
Laboratory  

Prof. Gilles Favre

Surgery 
Prof. Sébastien Vergez

Operating rooms: 
assistant head:  

Dr. Alejandra Martinez

Anesthesia 
Dr. Sébastien Pierre

Hematology  
Laboratory  

Prof. Eric Delabesse

Hematology 
Prof. Christian Récher

Pathology 
Prof.  

Pierre Brousset
assistant heads: 

Dr. Philippe Rochaix, 
Prof. Emmanuelle  

Uro-Coste

Intensive Care 
Dr. Jean Ruiz

The IUCT-Oncopole has 18 departments
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GENEPY 

GENEPY is a cancer care network for women in the 
Midi-Pyrénées area who have a genetic predisposi-
tion to breast, ovarian, colorectal or endometrial can-
cer. Set up with support from the INCa and run by the 
Oncogenetics OCC, GENEPY facilitates and coordi-
nates genetic screening, in line with INCa guidelines, 
in order to ensure every patient receives the best pos -
sible care.

Onco-Occitanie 

Onco-Occitanie is the name of the new regional can-
cer network that came into being when the OncoLR 
and Oncomip networks merged following the creation 
of the Occitanie Region in 2015. As well as coordina-
ting cancer treatment across the region, Onco-Occi-
tanie distributes reference documents and follow-up 
protocols, and supports the actions of the region’s 
healthcare professionals. In addition, it manages and 
updates a medical record sharing mechanism (Dos-
sier Communicant de Cancérologie), coordinates the 
work of cancer care coordination centers, and helps 
evaluate the quality of cancer care. It also organizes 
annual brie�ngs, held at the IUCT-Oncopole, for pro-
fessionals involved in the �ght against cancer.
www.onco-occitanie.fr/

Cancéropôle Grand Sud-Ouest 
(GSO)

Cancéropôle GSO is a group of almost 500 scienti�c 
and medical research teams from Bordeaux, Limoges, 
Nîmes, Poitiers and Toulouse which work together on 
a wide variety of collaborative projects. Cancéropôle 
is a dynamic cancer research network that provides 
funding for promising projects in the �ght against can-
cer and organizes numerous scienti�c events.

IUCT public interest group

The IUCT’s collaborative dimension o�cially came 
into being via the creation of a public interest group 
(Groupement d’Intérêt Public – GIP) under a ministe-
rial order (Ministry for Social A�airs, Health and Women’s 
Rights) issued on September 29, 2014, and published 
in the French O�cial Journal on October 10, 2014.
Currently presided by Prof. André Syrota, the IUCT GIP 
unites all the area’s cancer treatment, research and 
training establishments, including the Institut Claudius 
Regaud, Toulouse University Hospital, the Midi-Pyré-
nées public-sector cancerology GCS, the Midi-Pyré-
nées private-sector cancerology GCS, Inserm, the 
CNRS and the University of Toulouse III–Paul Sabatier, 
as well as Toulouse Metropolitan Council, the Onco-
mip network (now Onco-Occitanie), the Ligue Contre 
le Cancer and the Fondation Toulouse Cancer Santé. 

Its Scienti�c Advisory Board is composed of 13 inter -
nationally respected researchers and physicians:
�•�� �1�&�����&�� �%���&�������I�� �"������������ �+�&���������&���� ������ ���������������
�&��������������
Oncológicas – Madrid, Spain
�•���'�&�������������"���������������I���'�&�������²���������/��������������������� ���'�&�������I���#���&������
�•�������������$���	���&���I���������������������'�&������������� ���'�&�������I���#���&������
�•���.���&���²�1�&���������
�����I�����������������������������-�����������������&�������1�������������&����

The IUCT-Oncopole is a member of several regional 
expert networks and contributes to the development of 
high-quality, innovative treatments for all patients in the 

Occitanie-Pyrénées area.

Local networks
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and Cellular Biology – Strasbourg, France
�•���%�������������2�&���� �������� �����������I�� � ���������
�� �������������������� � �� �%���������������I��
Belgium
�•���%�����������-�������I���������������������"����������� ���'�&�������I���#���&������
�•���.�����������6���!���������&�I�����1�����"�������������&��������� ���'�&�������I���#���&������
�•��� �������������������!�§�	�
�&�&�����I���(���
���������
�����&�������I���/���������������������������"���
����-
hagen – Copenhagen, Denmark
�•���"�����������1�6���0�&���I���/���������������������������������������&��� �������������������I���"�&���&���&
�•���-���������������1���0�������&�I���������������������������������������������(�&�����&������������������-
logy – Oxford, United Kingdom
�•���.�&�������������'�����������n�
�����I�������������������������������(�������&���������������"�&��-
cer and Aging – Nice, France
�•���.�������
���)�&���������������I���2�&���������Â�!���������������������������������������������������
����
– Barcelona, Spain
�•���5���������&�����2�&�������������������I���-�������&�������(������������� ���2���������	�������I���#���&������

One of the Scienti�c Advisory Board’s most important 
tasks is to evaluate projects applying for @IUCT fun-
ding and to select those that will be carried out at the 
IUCT-Oncopole and the CRCT.  
www.iuct.fr

Fondation Toulouse Cancer Santé

Amgen, GSK GlaxoSmithKline, Pierre Fabre, Siemens, 
Total and the Institut Claude Regaud set up the Fon-
dation Toulouse Cancer Santé-Innabiosanté in order 
to promote research and improve knowledge in the 
�eld of healthcare technology, especially in relation 
to cancer. Awarded “public utility” status by ministerial 
decree on May 5, 2006, its initiatives include providing 
funding for innovative, interdisciplinary and collabo-
rative projects submitted by members of the Toulouse 
area’s medical-scienti�c community. This funding is 
designed to encourage research teams to present the 
sort of high-risk projects that may lead to tomorrow’s 
scienti�c, technological and economic breakthroughs.
The Fondation Toulouse Cancer Santé and the IUCT 
GIP have the same Scienti�c Council.
www.toulousecancer.fr

Etablissement Français du Sang 
(EFS - French Blood Service)

EFS facilities on the Oncopole site include:
�•���������������������������&���
�������
���������&�����
�������������������������������������Ø�!���"�Ù��
from adults. This unit is based at the IUCT-Oncopole 
but provides sampling services for all three IUCTs 
(samples taken in 2018: 176 autologous HSC, 42 allo-
genic HSC and 9 lymphocyte/cell).
�•�������������������&�������������&�
���������������Ø�&���������������/�"�)�²���������
�������Ù���������
����-
pare and store bone marrow and stem cell samples. 
As well as catering to the three IUCTs’ requirements, 
the unit also responds to requests from other centers 
in the region, France and abroad (transfers in 2018: 
144 autologous HSC, 70 allogenic HSC, 13 bone mar-
row and 28 mononucleated cells/3,109 grafts stored 
in liquid nitrogen).
�•�����������������������������(���
���������&�����������1���������������I���������������&����������������������
Stromalab, a mixed research unit that focuses on the 
role and functions of stem cells, including mesenchy -
mal bone marrow cells and adipose tissues, and their 
use in regenerative medicine.
www.efs.sante.fr
www.stromalab.fr/en

The Fondation Toulouse Cancer Santé is a 
founding partner of the Summer School on 
Medicines (SSM). This annual event, created 
in conjunction with Barcelona Science Park 
(PCB) and the University of Montreal, pro-
vides master’s, doctoral and post-doctoral 
level science students, including medical and 
pharmacy students, with a detailed introduc -
tion to the complex process of drug R&D, 
from original discovery to preclinical and 
clinical trials to market launch. The 10th SSM 
took place in Ribeiro Preto (state of Sao 
Paulo) in Brazil, from March 16 to 23, 2018. 
For its most recent initiative, the Fondation 
Toulouse Cancer Santé has chosen the �eld 
of bioinformatics, with the aim of harnessing 
the latest technological advances in order to 
process the “big data” produced by clinical 
trials and research projects. E�cient data 
processing is essential if patients are to 
bene�t from the results of studies as quickly 
as possible. To this end, the FTCS, in conjunc-
tion with the Pierre Fabre Research Institute, 
has created the �rst Chair of Bio-Informatics 
in Oncology, which is led by Dr. Vera Pancaldi, 
the head of CRCT team 21.
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National and  
international networks

UNICANCER

The IUCT-Oncopole, through the Institut Claudius 
Regaud, is a member of the UNICANCER group of 18 
French Comprehensive Cancer Centers (FCCC). FCCCs 
are private, nonpro�t healthcare providers that contri-
bute to France’s public hospital service with the aim 
of improving the quality and accessibility of cancer 
care. The IUCT-Oncopole is highly involved in several 
specialist groups, most notably the Oncoimmunology 
Group (GIO), which was set up in December 2016 with 
Prof. J-P. Delord as vice-president. Prof. Delord is also 
a member of UNICANCER’s Scienti�c and Strategic 
Council.
www.unicancer.fr

Fédération Hospitalière 
de France (FHF)

The IUCT-Oncopole, through Toulouse University Hos-
pital, is a member of the Fédération Hospitalière de 
France (FHF). Created in 1924, the FHF represents 
almost all of France's public-sector healthcare esta-
blishments, including more than 1,000 public hospitals 
and a similar number of medico-social establishments 
(retirement homes and specialist care homes). The 
FHF has three main roles: promotion, information and 
representation.
www.fhf.fr

B I L A N  D ’AC T I V I T É  2 0 1 8  I U C T� O ncopole     

The IUCT-Oncopole is a national center of expertise for more than  
15 INCa networks and a member of two international networks of 

excellence - proof of the quality of its healthcare and research activities.

2 2   / � A  R E F E R E N C E  C E N T E R  AT T H E  H E A R T O F N E T W O R KS



INCa-accredited national 
referral networks

The IUCT-Oncopole is a regional referral center for 
nine rare cancers: 
- CARADERM: rare skin cancers (contact: Prof. N. 
Meyer)  
- CARARE:  rare kidney cancers (contact: Dr. C. Che-
vreau)
- NETSARC: soft tissue and visceral sarcomas 
(contact: Dr. C. Chevreau)
- POLA: high-grade oligodendrogliomas (contact: 
Prof. E. Moyal)
- REF-COR: rare head and neck cancers (contact: 
Prof. S. Vergez)
- RENAPE: rare peritoneal cancers (contact: Dr. G. 
Ferron)
- RESOS: bone sarcomas (contact: Dr. C. Chevreau)
- TMRO: rare ovarian cancers (contact: Dr. G. Fer -
ron)
- TUTHYREF: refractory thyroid cancers (contact: Dr. 
S Zerdoud)

It is also a regional pathology referral center for four 
rare cancers: 
- LYMPHOPATH: lymphomas (contact: Prof. P. 
Brousset)
- MESOPATH: malignant pleural mesotheliomas 
and rare retroperitoneal tumors (contact: Dr. I. 
Rouquette)
- RRePS: soft tissue and visceral sarcomas (contact: 
Dr. P. Rochaix)
- TENpath: rare neuroendocrine tumors (contact: Dr. 
M. Danjoux)

The IUCT-Oncopole is a member of four INCa-accre-
dited research networks:
- CLIP2: early phase clinical trials centers (contact: 
Prof. J-P. Delord)
- GINECO: national investigation groups for the 
study of ovarian and breast cancers (contact: Dr. L. 
Gladie�)
- LYSA: collaborative clinical and translational 
research group on lymphoma (contact: Prof. C. 
Laurent)
- RADIOTRANSNET: preclinical radiotherapy 
research in France (contact: Prof. E. Moyal)

OncoDistinct

The IUCT-Oncopole is part of the OncoDistinct inter -
national clinical research network. Launched in 2015, 
OncoDistinct now has 27 members, including 12 
Comprehensive Cancer Centers and 16 university 
hospitals. Its purpose is to promote innovative, multi-
center studies aimed at accelerating the develop-
ment of anticancer drugs, especially for conditions 
for which there is as yet no therapeutic standard.

Organisation of European  
Cancer Institutes (OECI)

Since 2018, the IUCT-Oncopole has been a member 
of the OECI network of cancer centers, which was 
set up in order to create a critical mass of expertise 
and skills that would further the development of 
personalized treatment. Its 82 members, 11 of which 
are in France, work together to ensure patients throu-
ghout Europe have access to the best possible treat -
ment. The IUCT-Oncopole is currently going through 
the Comprehensive Cancer Center accreditation 
process
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II
Cancer Research Center 

of Toulouse � CRCT



Cancer Research Center  
of Toulouse – CRCT 

Key �gures

Less than6 months 
to translate a CRCT 

discovery into a clinical 
trial at the IUCT-Oncopole

21 basic  
and translational 
research teams

31 collections 
stored
in the Cancer BioBank  

150 
researchers

8 
technical 

support units

4 basic research 
themes   and 2 integrated 

research programs
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The CRCT operates under the auspices of the National Institute for Health and 
Medical Research (Inserm) and the University of Toulouse III–Paul Sabatier. Its 
21 research teams, 4 of which also have CNRS accreditation, add a basic and 
translational research component to the IUCT-Oncopole healthcare center.

Presentation of the   CRCT

Missions

Because progress in the �ght against cancer 
cannot be made without research, the CRCT’s 
teams pursue four main missions:
�•���"�&�������������������&�����������������&������������������������������������������������-
logical mechanisms responsible for the appea-
rance, progression and spread of cancers, and 
for resistance to current treatments. 
�•�� �#�������� �&������ �������������
�� �������� ���&������ ������ �������������������
��
these mechanisms and discover new anti-can-
cer agents.
�•���$�������
���������&�������&���������&�������������&���������
�����	���������������������
����
which the results of basic research can be trans-
ferred to clinical applications for the bene�t of 
the IUCT-Oncopole’s patients. This translational 
research allows the development of medical 
applications, especially novel approaches to dia-
gnosis and treatment. Reciprocally, clinical data 
from the IUCT-Oncopole is used to reevaluate 
hypotheses arising from the CRCT’s research 
projects.
�•�����������
���&������ ������������������ �&������ �
�������²�������������&���� ���������&��-
chers into research teams so they can learn from 
more experienced researchers. As a complement 
to this experimental training, a program of semi-
nars and other scienti�c events promotes dia-
logue and interactions between disciplines.

Research themes

The CRCT’s teams focus on four basic research themes:
�•�����������
���������������
���&�������
�I���$�+�������&���&�
�����&�������
��������������������-
tability,
�•���(�+�����&���������&���������I
�•���)���������������������������������������������&�������������&�������������I
�•�����������²�����������������
���6

And two transversal themes:
�•���(�����������&�����������������&�������������&�����������������&���
�������7��������������������-
cular pharmacology to clinical pharmacology,
�•�� �����
�&���������
�� �������� �������� ������ ���&���������&�������&���I�� �
�����������&���� �&������
bioinformatics approaches in oncology.
In addition to its research teams, the CRCT also houses 
a major technology cluster, which provides the cut -
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ting-edge technology the site’s scientists and 
clinicians need to explore their hypotheses 
and answer their research questions.

The presence of numerous clinicians in the 
CRCT’s teams facilitates the rapid transfer of 
data from basic research to clinical applica-
tions and vice versa. Examples of integrated 
research programs include those awarded 
funding through the internal @IUCT-Onco-
pole call for proposals.

Two new research teams joined the CRCT in 
2018 and recruitment will continue in the years 
to come in order to further strengthen the 
Center’s expertise. 
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